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PREPARES LEARNERS FOR SUCCESS 
New Close-up helps learners get closer to the world 
through dynamic photography, video and  
real-world stories from National Geographic. 
Relevant, global topics, paired with a comprehensive 
four-skills syllabus, promote the key language  
and life skills teenagers need to succeed in 
international exams, in the classroom and in their 
future careers. 

•	Up-to-date authentic content from around the world engages 
teenagers and stimulates learning. 

•	Updated exam-style tasks and tips build learner confidence for 
international exam success. 

•	Live well, study well lessons equip learners with academic and  
personal skills, with a focus on wellbeing. 

•	Teaching support resources, including a comprehensive Teacher’s 
Book and updated suite of digital components, help secondary classes 
achieve success.



1 Work in pairs. Think of the different animals 
that live in the sea. How many can you name in 
English?

2 Changes are happening to our climate because 
the Earth is getting warmer. How do you think 
climate change affects our oceans?

3 Read the article on page 31 quickly. Does it 
mention any of your ideas from Exercise 2?

4 Read the article again and answer the questions.

 1 Where did Emma learn about marine biology?
 2 How are coral reefs formed?
 3 Why are warmer seas a problem?
 4 Why is it important to save the coral reefs?

5 Read the Exam Tip. Then read the first question 
in the Exam Task. Underline the information in 
the article that will help you choose the best 
answer.

6 Now complete the Exam Task.

Reading for general understanding
• It’s a good idea to get a general understanding 

of the message of the text before you complete 
the task.

• Read the text carefully from beginning to end, 
without worrying about new vocabulary. This will 
give you a good idea of what the text is about. 
Take some time to think about all the ideas in 
the text before starting the task.

• Look at the first question in the task. Read the 
first paragraph of the text again carefully and 
find the information that relates to the question. 
Choose the best option. Then do the same with 
the rest of the task.

Exam TIP Emma Camp is a National Geographic explorer and marine biologist. She 
has been fascinated by coral reefs since she went on a snorkelling holiday 
when she was six years old. When she put her head under the water, she 
was amazed to see a whole new world. She knew then that she wanted to 
learn more about sea life. Emma studied marine biology in the UK, but now 
she lives in Sydney, Australia and she spends a lot of her time exploring 
coral reefs around the world.

Corals have the appearance of plants, but they are actually made up of tiny 
animals called polyps. Polyps create their own skeletons out of limestone. 
Over thousands of years, these limestone skeletons have joined together 
to make coral reefs. The biggest reef in the world is the Great Barrier Reef 
in Australia. It covers an area of nearly 350,000 square kilometres and is the 
only living structure which is visible from space.

Emma loves the beauty and bright colours of the coral reefs. The colours 
come from plants called algae which live inside the corals. But Emma 
knows that the reefs aren’t just beautiful, they’re also very important. 
Although they cover less than 1% of the ocean floor, coral reefs are home 
to 25% of all marine species. They help provide food for many millions of 
people and they also protect the coast from storms.

However, our seas are getting warmer because of climate change. When the 
ocean gets too warm, the algae leave the corals, the corals turn white and 
they soon die. The Great Barrier Reef has now lost about 50% of its corals. 
But Emma has discovered that in other parts of the world, corals can live 
even in very warm seas. She wants to find out more about these corals. 
Perhaps she can use them to help the Great Barrier Reef.

We can’t all become marine biologists, but Emma thinks that we can do 
things to help the environment. We can reduce our use of plastics, travel by 
car less often and help clean up the beaches. We can also talk to our friends 
and family about coral reefs so that everyone understands why they are 
important.

Exam TASK
Multiple choice with one text

For each question, choose the correct answer.

 1 As a child, Emma decided to study marine 
biology because

  A she wanted to live in Australia.
  B she loved snorkelling.
  C  she was excited to discover life under  

the water.
  D she wanted to save coral reefs.

 2 Corals are
  A plants that look like animals.
  B animals that look like plants.
  C animals that eat skeletons.
  D skeletons of plants.

 3 Emma thinks that coral reefs are valuable 
because

  A they are very beautiful.
  B there aren’t very many of them.
  C  many different animals and plants live 

around them.
  D algae live inside them.

 4 Emma believes that
  A more people should study marine biology.
  B  everyone can take action to look after the 

planet.
  C  only marine biologists can understand how 

to help coral reefs.
  D warmer seas can help coral reefs grow.

 5 What would be the best summary for this 
article?

  A  This article describes how Emma became 
a marine biologist and where her favourite 
coral reefs are.

  B  This article explains what coral reefs are and 
tells us how Emma is trying to help them.

  C  This article gives us information about the 
Great Barrier Reef and explains what Emma 
has discovered there.

  D  This article describes how Emma is fighting 
climate change and explains why corals can 
live in warm seas.

• Do you and your friends talk about 
climate change?

• After reading this article, can you think of 
ways you can help the oceans?

your
 ideas
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fascinated (adj): very 
interested

limestone (n): a rock that 
is made from the remains of 
marine animals

skeleton (n): the frame inside 
or around something that 
supports it

visible (adj): able to be seen

word
focus

The coral reef

explorer

3.1

Opal Reef, part of the Great Barrier Reef, 
Queensland, Australia

3

30 31

Reading reading for general understanding; multiple choice with one text
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Work in pairs. Look at the photo and discuss 
the questions.

1  Bob is a rescued flamingo, whose owner uses 
him to help people think about nature and the 
environment. How might a bird like this teach 
people to change their habits?

2  What other animals do you think could be used 
in schools to teach children about life outside 
school?

Children carry Flamingo Bob into school in Curaçao, 
the Caribbean

125

11Life lessons
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4 Read the Exam Tip. Then read the Exam Task and 
make some notes of your ideas.

5 Now complete the Exam Task. Use the Useful 
Language to help you.

 

Adding extra details
• Look carefully at all the pictures and understand 

how they are connected.
• Use the past simple to describe the main series 

of events.
• Use the past continuous to describe 

background events, e.g. Lots of people were 
going home on the train.

• Use adjectives to describe the feelings of 
people in the story. Were they happy, worried? 
Why?

• Adding extra details will make your story more 
interesting.

• Remember to use conjunctions to join your ideas 
together and make the order of events clear.

Exam TIP

 

Writing a story

Look at the three pictures. 

Write the story shown in the pictures.

Write 35 words or more.

Exam TASK

 

Useful LANGUAGE
Introducing the scene
Yesterday, …
Last Tuesday, …
A few weeks ago …
Describing feelings
He was surprised because …
He … because he was happy.
He was worried, so he …
He … , so he was disappointed.
Describing the scene
It was raining.
The sun was shining.
Some people were waiting for (a bus).
Linking words
when / while
before / after
a few minutes later

2 Work in pairs. Look at the photos. Ask and 
answer questions about each photo. Use these 
ideas.

 • Where / the girl?
 • What / she / do?
 • How / she / feel?

Where is the girl in photo b?

I think she's at a train station.

3 Read the story. Then complete the story with 
sentences a–d. There is one sentence you do  
not need.

Ewa woke up early on Saturday morning. It was a 
beautiful day and the sun was shining. She decided 
to visit her friend in the country and have a picnic with 
her. 1  Then she walked to the station and waited 
for the train. 2  The train journey was very long. 
While she was sitting on the train, she ate another 
sandwich and a biscuit. Finally, the train arrived. Ewa’s 
friend was waiting for her. They walked to the park and 
found a seat. 3  There was only one small apple 
for her lunch!

 a After they sat down, Ewa opened her bag.
 b She ate an apple after she got off the train.
 c Before she left home, she prepared some food.
 d While she was waiting for the train, she ate a 

sandwich.

6 Complete the Reflection Checklist. Then discuss 
your answers with your partner. 

REFLECTION CHECKLIST

How did you do? Tick ✔ the sentences that you 
think are true.

I looked carefully at the pictures before  
I began. 
I used the past simple for the main events. 
I used the past continuous for background  
events.  
I used conjunctions to connect the parts  
of my story. 
I used adjectives to add extra details to  
my story. 
I wrote the correct number of words. 

1 Complete the second sentence in each pair with 
before, after or while.

 1  My sister came into my room. I was reading my 
book.

    My sister came into my room  I was 
reading my book.

 2  She put her backpack on the floor. Then she sat 
down.

    she put her backpack on the floor, 
she sat down.

 3  He bought a ticket. Then he had lunch.

   He bought a ticket  he had lunch.
 4  We said goodbye to our friends. Then we got on 

the tram.

    We said goodbye to our friends  we 
got on the tram.

 5  She was listening to some music. She fell asleep.

    She fell asleep  she was listening to 
some music.

 6  I visited the museum. Then I took a bus to the 
park.

    I visited the museum, I took a bus to 
the park.

Learning FOCUS
Conjunctions: before, after and while
We use conjunctions when we are telling a story to 
make the order of actions clear.
Look at this diagram. Then read the sentences (1–3).

Mary got 
on the train.

She fell asleep. 

She woke up and 
looked for her purse

Someone 
took her purse.

She got off 
the train.

10.20

10.40

11.00

10.30

10.50

1 Mary fell asleep after she got on the train. / After 
Mary got on the train, she fell asleep.

2 Her purse was taken while she was sleeping. / 
While she was sleeping, her purse was taken.

3 She looked for her purse before she got off the 
train. / Before she got off the train, she looked for 
her purse.

while

a

b

122 123

10 Writing conjunctions: before, after and while; adding extra details; writing a story

1 Work in pairs. Read the pairs of sentences. Is the 
meaning the same (S) or different (D)?

 1 a It isn’t as hot as it was yesterday.
  b It was colder yesterday.
 2 a I won’t see you before five.
  b I’ll see you after five.
 3 a She hardly ever goes out in the snow.
  b She never goes out in the snow.
 4 a It didn’t start raining until the afternoon.
  b It didn’t rain in the afternoon.

2 11.3 Listen to the conversation. Are the 
sentences true (T) or false (F)?

 1 The girl doesn’t like the weather at the moment.

 2 The boy hates the rain.

 3 The boy has done his history project.

 4 The boy thinks it won’t be as cold in the afternoon.

 5 The girl isn’t happy about the weather forecast.

3 11.3 Read the question. Listen to the 
conversation again. Choose the correct photo,  
a or b.

What is the boy going to do in the afternoon?

1 Work in pairs. Choose a photo. Tell your partner 
if you have experienced this type of weather. 
Which weather is most common in your country?

4 Read the Exam Tip. Then read the Exam Task.

5 11.4 Now listen and complete the Exam Task.

Listening for negative verbs
• Some listening tasks ask you what a person did 

or plans to do.
• The speakers may talk about events or plans 

using a negative verb and words such as until, 
almost or nearly. For example, We almost didn’t 
go to the park = We went to the park. I’m not 
going until later this evening. = I am going, 
but later.

• Be careful of verbs that use almost, nearly or 
until with a negative verb.

Exam TIP

 

Multiple choice with picture options

For each question, choose the correct answer.

 1 What was the weather like last weekend?

      

 2 Where are they going for their day out?

      
5FEBRUARI3September

 3 When is the woman planning to go on holiday?

      

 4 How much are the sunglasses?

      

 5 When are they going to have lunch?

      

Exam TASK

A

A

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

C

C

C

C

C

5 Now complete the Exam Task. Work in pairs.  
Act out the exam interview.

   Student A: You are the examiner. Read the 
instructions and questions in Task 1.

   Student B: You are the student. Answer the 
examiner’s questions. Use the Useful Language 
to help you.

   Then change roles. Use the questions in Task 2.

Conversation task

Task 1

Now we’re going to talk about weekend 
activities.

•  What do you like doing at the weekend?

•  What do you usually do at the weekend  
if it is raining?

•  Do you sometimes go walking or cycling?

•  Tell me about what you did last weekend.

Task 2

Now we’re going to talk about seasonal activities.

•  What do you like doing in the winter?

• What is your favourite season and why?

•  Do you like to go to the beach in the summer?

•  Tell me about a summer or winter holiday that 
you enjoyed.

Exam TASK

 

Useful LANGUAGE
Stating preferences
I prefer (summer) to (winter) because …
I prefer to (go cycling in the spring) because …
I don’t like (hiking in the winter) because (it is more 
dangerous).
Talking about possible situations 
If it is raining, I usually …
I always … if it is sunny and warm.
We don’t usually … if the weather is bad.
Talking about past experiences
Last winter, we went on holiday to …
A few weeks ago, we visited …
I really enjoyed my visit to … because …

2 Discuss the questions with your partner.

 1 What’s your favourite kind of weather?
 2 What do you do at the weekend when it rains?
 3 What do you do at the weekend when it’s sunny 

and hot?
 4 Do you prefer hot weather or cold weather? Why?

3 Work in pairs.

 Student A: Turn to page 171.

 Student B: Turn to page 172.

  Take turns to ask and answer questions about 
the weather.

4 Read the Exam Tip. Think about what you can 
say on the topic of weekend and seasonal 
activities.

Answering yes / no questions and giving  
more details
• In some exam tasks, the examiner will choose 

two topics from a list and ask you some 
questions.

• Make sure you can talk about all the topics on 
the list.

• Respond with short answers, then add two or 
three sentences with more details. For example, 

 Examiner: Do you like winter sports?
 You: Yes, I do. I really enjoy snowboarding. Last 

winter, I went snowboarding with my friends in 
the mountains.

• Remember to thank the examiner and say 
goodbye at the end.

Exam TIP

a

b

a

c

b

d

September

25
September

29
September

30

130 131

11 Speaking  
talking about weather and seasons; answering yes / no questions and giving more details; 
conversation task Listening listening for negative verbs; multiple choice with picture options

1 Match the interests (1–5) with the words and 
phrases (a–e).

 1 collecting things
 2 sports
 3 making things
 4 reading
 5 music

 a magazines, books, blogs
 b food, pictures, clothes
 c playing an instrument, singing, writing songs
 d skateboarding, snowboarding, windsurfing
 e stamps, cards, comic books

2 Work in pairs. Which things from Exercise 1 do 
you like doing?

3 Read the article on page 79. What is it about? 
Choose the best option (a–c).

 a The article is about three people who have all won 
competitions.

 b The article is about three people who all loved 
making things.

 c The article is about three people whose free-time 
activities changed their lives.

4 Read the Exam Tip. Then read the Exam Task. 
Look for synonyms in the texts.

5 Now complete the Exam Task.

Looking for phrases with the same meaning
• In multiple-matching exam tasks, it is helpful to 

think of different ways of saying the key ideas.
• Sometimes, a noun or an adjective in the 

question can have the same meaning as a 
phrase or sentence in the text. For example, it’s 
popular = lots of people saw it on the internet.

• Read the text to find phrases that could mean 
the same as key words in the question.

Exam TIP

Multiple matching

For each question, choose the correct answer.

 1 Who had a hobby 
that became a 
business?

 2 Who won an 
international prize?

 3 Who has posted  
their story on the 
internet?

 4 Who helped people 
in their town?

 5 Who wants to help 
people around the 
world?

 6 Who didn’t make 
things for a hobby?

 7 Who used old things 
to make something 
new?

Kelvin   Margielyn   Shubham

 A B C

 A B C

 A B C

 A B C

 A B C

 A B C

 A B C

Exam TASK

• Think about the things you love doing. 
Do you think you will still love doing 
them in the future? Why? / Why not?

• Can you think of any other people whose 
lives have changed because of their  
free-time activities?

your
ideas

78 79
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Reading looking for phrases with the same meaning; multiple matching

What do you love doing in your free time? These three young people had 
very different hobbies but, for each person, their passions helped to make a 
difference to their lives. 

Kelvin Doe, Freetown, Sierra Leone

When Kelvin Doe was ten years old, he started collecting broken radios 
and pieces of metal and he taught himself how to make new things with 
them. Soon, Kelvin learned how to make his own battery. This provided 
electricity for his house and other houses near him. Then he made his own 
radio equipment and started a community radio station. Kelvin became 
DJ Focus and today, millions of people have watched an online video about 
his amazing story.

Margielyn Didal, Cebu City, the Philippines

Margielyn Didal didn’t have a skateboard when she was growing up, but 
that didn’t stop her. She borrowed a friend’s skateboard and practised 
while her mum was working at a street-food stall. At first, Margielyn’s 
parents weren’t happy about her hobby. But Margielyn started to enter 
competitions … and to win them! In 2018, when she was 19, Margielyn 
won a gold medal for skateboarding at the Asian Games.

Shubham Banerjee, California, USA

Shubham Banerjee always loved making models of things like planes and 
cars. One day, he read about Braille. He learned that Braille printers are 
very expensive. So when he was just twelve years old, Shubham made a 
cheap 3D Braille printer from a Lego® robotics kit for a school science fair. 
He won first prize and now he has his own company. ‘You don’t get big 
from trying to make money,’ says Shubham. ‘Do something to help people.’

passion (n): something you love doing
battery (n): a device that makes electricity
provide (v): give
equipment (n): things you need to do something
community (n): a group of people who live in one place
Braille (n): a system of writing for people who can’t see

word
focus

Find your passion
7.1

88

7 Live well, study well  improving your performance; staying 
motivated

1 Read the tips. Complete the sentences.

Everybody needs to …
 1 get enough  every night.
 2 eat healthy food that gives them  .
 3 do some  every day.
 4  how they do things to help them 

improve.

2 Work in pairs. What might happen if someone 
didn’t follow the advice in the tips? Think about:

 • how they might feel
 • their performance at school, at work or in sport.

3 With your partner, think about a time when you 
made a change and improved your performance.

 • What did you change?
 • How did it help your performance?

4 Work in pairs. Read the Mind your Mind 
information. Discuss the questions.

 1 Which tip do you think is the easiest to do? Why?
 2 Which tip do you think is the most difficult? Why?
 3 Which tips have you already used? What 

happened?

Mind your Mind
Staying motivated
• Think about what you want to improve,  

e.g. your performance in a subject at  
school, or how well you play an instrument. 
Think about the smaller things you need to do to 
achieve your goal and do them one at a time.

• Every small improvement is important. When 
you do well, do something nice to celebrate. 
For example, you could take a break and do 
something fun with your friends.

• If you don’t improve in the way that you hoped, 
don’t stop trying. Most successful people failed 
many times before they found success.

• Learn from disappointments and failures. Think 
about what you need to change to do better next 
time.

5 What makes you feel motivated? Write a list. 
Think about:

 • happiness
 • success
 • money

 • becoming famous
 • having friends.

PROJECT  1

Work in groups. Tell the rest of the group about 
something that you, or someone you know, find 
difficult to do or want to get better at. Give each 
other advice about how to improve your performance. 
Ask each other questions to find out more information.

 Think about:
• what exactly the person is finding difficult
• what they’re doing or not doing at the moment
• what the person can and can’t change.

PROJECT  2

Create a poster for sportspeople that will help them 
stay motivated during difficult training.

 Think about:
• why they might find it hard to stay motivated
• tips to help them
• what helps you stay motivated.
 Present your poster to the class. 

  your
 project

Useful LANGUAGE
I know it’s hard to …
It can be difficult to …
It helps if you …
It’s a really good idea to …
Why don’t you try … ?
You should / shouldn’t …
What about changing the way you … ?
The important thing is that you …
Remember / Don’t forget to …
You need to …

1. Sleep
Most teenagers need 
eight to ten hours sleep 
a night. While you’re 
sleeping, your brain and 
body can recover from 
all the work you’ve done 
during the day.

4.  Making 
changes

If you aren’t performing 
well in one area, think 
about what you find 
difficult and find a better 
way to do things.

2. Food
A balanced diet is 
important. Eating 
healthy meals (including 
breakfast!) will give you 
the energy you need to 
get through the day.

Improving performance
mind and body

3. Exercise
Not everybody enjoys 
sport, but we all need 
to do regular exercise to 
stay fit and healthy. It's 
good for your brain too!
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IN THE CLASSROOM

IN EXAMS

IN LIFE



New Close-up brings learners closer to the world through 
relevant themes and topics that are aligned to the global 
viewpoint of today’s students.

New Video lessons expand 
students’ knowledge of 
their world.

BRINGS LEARNERS CLOSER  
TO THE WORLD

Work in pairs. Look at the photo and discuss 
the questions.

1  Which adjectives would you use to describe 
the photo?

2  Do you like what the model is wearing?  
Why? / Why not?

3  Do you think fashion is important? Why? /  
Why not?

A model at a Junko Shimada fashion show in Paris, 
France

4

41

That’s the fashion
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Before you watch

1  Work in pairs. Look at the photo and discuss the 
questions.

 1 Have you ever been climbing?
 2 Would you like to climb here? Why? / Why not?
 3 Think of three adjectives to describe the photo.
 4 How did the photographer take this photo?

While you watch

2 4 Watch the video. Are the sentences true (T) 
or false (F)?

 1 Many people like to climb the rocks at Yosemite 
National Park.

 2 This is Jimmy Chin’s first visit to Yosemite.
 3 Jimmy already knows some of the other climbers at 

Yosemite.
 4 Jimmy, Tommy and Kevin aren’t going to spend 

the night on El Capitan.
 5 Tommy and Kevin don’t use any ropes when they 

climb.
 6 Jimmy takes photos, but he doesn’t climb with 

Tommy and Kevin.

After you watch

3 4 Complete the summary of the video with 
these words. Then watch the video again and 
check your answers.

camp  climber  dangerous  fifteen  
fingers  rock  photographer  safely

Jimmy Chin is a National Geographic 1  
and videographer. He’s also a very good  
2  . At the moment he’s at Yosemite 
National Park. There is a community of climbers at 
Yosemite. They 3  there and practise 
climbing together. Jimmy first started climbing at 
Yosemite 4  years ago. He loves spending 
time with other climbers here. Jimmy, Tommy and  
Kevin are climbing a 5  called El Capitan. 
It’s about 914 metres high. Tommy and Kevin use  
their 6  to pull themselves up the rock.  
It can be very 7  . Jimmy has to climb  
8  and take photographs at the same time.

• If you were climbing El Capitan would 
you feel scared or excited?

• Do you think anybody could do Jimmy 
Chin's job? Why? / Why not?

your
 ideas

Alex Honnold climbs carefully up El Capitan 
in Yosemite National Park, USA

Live well, study well making friends, being yourself1

100100

8 Video Climbing El Capitan



Useful language boxes support 
students with appropriate language 
when completing communicative tasks.

Your ideas sections provide opportunities 
for discussion and personalisation.

Every unit contains activities that 
develop students’ mediation skills, 
with teaching support.

1  Work in pairs. Look at the photos on page 7 and 
discuss the questions. 

 1  Where are the people? 
 2 Do you think they are in a cold place or a warm 

place? Why?

2 Look at the photos. Which of these activities do 
you think the people do on their boat?

5  Read the Exam Tip. Then read the questions 
in the Exam Task. Find the part of the text you 
need to read for each question.

6 Now complete the Exam Task.

Reading for main ideas
• It’s easier to understand a text if you can find 

the most important information.
• Read each paragraph for the main idea.
• Underline key words in each paragraph that 

refer to the main idea.

Multiple choice with one text

For each question, choose the correct answer.

 1 What do Ghislain and Emmanuelle study?
  A people 
  B  boats 
  C  the sea

 2 Under the Pole is the name of
  A a new film. 
  B  a group of people. 
  C  a scientific project.

 3 Why do Ghislain and Emmanuelle visit schools?
  A to learn about new ideas
  B to find people for their team
  C to share information

 4 The boat is their sons’ home because
  A they travel a lot. 
  B  they love swimming.
  C they are with their parents.

 5 What is their dog’s special job?
  A to find food 
  B  to look for danger 
  C  to do research

Exam TIP

Exam TASK

•  Think of some advantages (good things) 
and disadvantages (bad things) about 
living on a boat.

• Which places would you prefer to visit –  
warm countries like Hawaii and Tahiti 
or cold countries like Greenland and 
Antarctica? Why?

your
 ideas

3 Read the article on page 7 and check your 
answers to Exercise 2.

4 Which is the best description of the Bardout 
family?

 1 Ghislain, Emmanuelle, Robin and Thomas live in 
France, but they have got a boat in Greenland.

 2 Ghislain, Emmanuelle, Robin and Thomas are from 
France, but they live on a boat.

 3 Ghislain and Emmanuelle live on a boat and their 
children stay at home in France.

dive

read

paint pictures

watch TV

swim

take photos

a

c

e

b

f

d

6

1 Reading reading for main ideas; multiple choice with one text

005-016_CU3e_A2_SB_33973_U01.indd   6 10/09/20   4:05 PM

1  Work in pairs. Look at the photos on page 7 and 
discuss the questions. 

 1  Where are the people? 
 2 Do you think they are in a cold place or a warm 

place? Why?

2 Look at the photos. Which of these activities do 
you think the people do on their boat?

5  Read the Exam Tip. Then read the questions 
in the Exam Task. Find the part of the text you 
need to read for each question.

6 Now complete the Exam Task.

Reading for main ideas
• It’s easier to understand a text if you can find 

the most important information.
• Read each paragraph for the main idea.
• Underline key words in each paragraph that 

refer to the main idea.

Multiple choice with one text

For each question, choose the correct answer.

 1 What do Ghislain and Emmanuelle study?
  A people 
  B  boats 
  C  the sea

 2 Under the Pole is the name of
  A a new film. 
  B  a group of people. 
  C  a scientific project.

 3 Why do Ghislain and Emmanuelle visit schools?
  A to learn about new ideas
  B to find people for their team
  C to share information

 4 The boat is their sons’ home because
  A they travel a lot. 
  B  they love swimming.
  C they are with their parents.

 5 What is their dog’s special job?
  A to find food 
  B  to look for danger 
  C  to do research

Exam TIP

Exam TASK

•  Think of some advantages (good things) 
and disadvantages (bad things) about 
living on a boat.

• Which places would you prefer to visit –  
warm countries like Hawaii and Tahiti 
or cold countries like Greenland and 
Antarctica? Why?

your
 ideas

3 Read the article on page 7 and check your 
answers to Exercise 2.

4 Which is the best description of the Bardout 
family?

 1 Ghislain, Emmanuelle, Robin and Thomas live in 
France, but they have got a boat in Greenland.

 2 Ghislain, Emmanuelle, Robin and Thomas are from 
France, but they live on a boat.

 3 Ghislain and Emmanuelle live on a boat and their 
children stay at home in France.

dive

read

paint pictures

watch TV

swim

take photos

a

c

e

b

f

d

6

1 Reading reading for main ideas; multiple choice with one text
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20

Reading:  reading for main ideas; multiple 
choice with one text

Vocabulary:  countries and nationalities; 
numbers and dates

Grammar:  present simple; adverbs of 
frequency; question words

Listening: listening to instructions; gap fill
Speaking:  giving details about yourself; 

interview

Vocabulary: family
Grammar:   present continuous; writing the 

missing words; open cloze
Writing:  focusing on accuracy; completing 

a form
Live well, 
study well:  making friends; be yourself

Who am I? page 51

Unit Opener page 5

In the photo
A family in Sweden working together to prepare Asian 
food. The image shows three generations of the family – 
grandparents, parents and grandchildren.

• Show the photo. In pairs, students discuss question 1. 
Get feedback. 

• Students discuss question 2. Ask individual students to 
tell the class about their partner’s family. 

• Be sensitive to the fact that students may have different 
family structures or few direct family members.

EASIER: Use the photo to revise family member 
vocabulary. Point to each person and ask, Who is he /
she?, prompting Is he the father?, etc. if necessary. 

EXTENSION: Ask Who / Where is the grandmother /
the father?, etc. Encourage students to give more detail 
in their answers, such as The man with glasses is the 
grandfather, or The woman at the front of the photo with 
grey hair is the grandmother. 

Reading pages 6–7

reading for main ideas; multiple-choice with one text

1
• Ask one student to read the questions aloud. Check 

understanding. 
• In pairs, students look at the photos on page 7 and 

discuss the questions. Get feedback.

ANSWERS  

1 They’re on a boat.
2 A cold place – you can see ice in the main photo. 

The people are wearing warm clothes.

2
• In pairs, students discuss the question.

EXTENSION: Ask whether students do each activity, and 
if so, where and when, e.g. Do you know how to dive? 
Where do you go diving? When do you usually watch 
TV? What’s your favourite TV programme?, etc.

ANSWERS  

Students’ own answers

3 1.1

• Show the photo and article on page 7. Ask students to 
read the title. Ask if any students live on a boat. Do they 
know anyone who does?

• Play the recording. Students read the text in their books 
and check their answers to Exercise 2. Get feedback. 
Students give reasons for their answers.

• Ask: What’s the Pole? (the North and South Poles).

ANSWERS  

They take photos, dive and swim.

1.1

As reading text on page 7.

  word focus
• Show the words in bold in the reading text. Explain that 

in an exam, students may find words they don’t know, 
so it’s important to learn how to work out their meaning 
from the rest of the sentence.

• In pairs, students work out the meaning of the words in 
bold then read the Word Focus to check their answers.

• Get feedback. Ask some students how many words they 
guessed correctly and which words helped them do this.

4
MEDIATION SKILLS 
• Explaining and summarising a text for the benefit of 

another person is mediation. Part of being an effective 
mediator is checking that your message has been 
understood and changing it if necessary. Simplifying 
and rephrasing are both useful mediation skills.

• Choose students to read each summary aloud.
• In pairs, students discuss which is the best option. Get 

feedback. Ask students to explain why the text they’ve 
chosen is the best summary and check their partner has 
understood their reasons. If not, they should try to explain 
their choice in a different way, e.g. with different words.

• Ask why the other two summaries are incorrect.

EXTENSION: Ask the class to tell you the names, ages 
(if known) and the relationship of the four people in the 
Bardout family (man, Ghislain; woman, Emmanuelle; boy, 
Robin, seven years old; boy, Thomas, three years old; 
Ghislain and Emmanuelle, husband and wife; Emmanuelle 
and Robin, mother and son; Ghislain and Thomas, father 
and son; Ghislain + Emmanuelle and Robin + Thomas, 
parents and sons / children; Robin + Thomas, brothers.
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A COMPREHENSIVE 
FOUR-SKILLS SYLLABUS 

Each level includes twelve topic-based units with a range of tasks 
that actively develop students’ reading, listening, speaking and 
writing skills.



New Close-up has been updated to support students 
preparing for the Cambridge exams and more, including 
the 2020 Preliminary and Key updates. 

Exam tips provide step-
by-step advice and 
strategies for how best 
to approach exam tasks.

Exam tasks mirror what 
students will experience 
and provide opportunities 
to put tips into practice.

Workbooks continue 
the focus on exam 
preparation with Exam 
reminders that reinforce 
the Exam Tips from the 
Student’s Book.

SUPPORTS EXAM SUCCESS



1
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Live well, study well  being a team player; having confidence in 
yourself

1 Work in pairs. Look at the information and 
discuss the questions.

 1 Have you ever worked in a team? What was it like?
 2 Who were the best team players? Why?
 3 Were some people bad team players? Why?

2 Number the ideas in the diagram in order of 
importance (1–6). Can you add any other ideas?

3 It’s important to listen to others and respect 
their ideas. Work in pairs. Rewrite the replies 
in the conversations (1–4). What would a good 
team player say?

 1 A: Let’s ask Karl to give the presentation.
  B: No way! Lee is much better.
 2 A: I think we should have a red background.
  B: Red? No, I want blue.
 3 A: Who should we ask to plan the event?
  B: Don’t ask Erica. She won’t do a good job.
 4 A: We need to discuss the research now.
  B: That’s not important. I want to talk about …

4 Work with a new partner. Do you agree with 
these statements?

 1 People who have lots of brothers and sisters are 
better team members.

 2 Some people are natural leaders.
 3 It’s important to make people listen to your opinion.
 4 It’s important to have fun when working in a team.

5 Read the Mind your Mind information. Discuss 
the questions.

 1 Are the tips useful for you? Why? / Why not?
 2 Do the tips make you feel differently about working 

in a team?

Mind your Mind
Having confidence in yourself
• It can be difficult to work in a team if  

you are quiet or not very confident.  
Remember that everybody is important in a team, 
and everybody has something worth saying.

• Don’t be afraid to share your ideas. Learn to have 
confidence in your opinion.

• It’s important to listen to other people – 
encourage quiet team members to speak up.

• A good team has lots of different skills. Find your 
strength and do things that you know you can 
do well. When you are confident doing that, try 
something new – you might develop a new skill.

6 Work in pairs. Discuss the questions

 1 Do you feel confident or shy in a group?
 2 How can confident people help others?
 3 How can shy people make their voice heard?
 4 How can working in a team help your confidence?

Useful LANGUAGE
Which item do you think is the most important, (Jan)?
I think (a compass is the most important) because …
What about (matches)? They could be (useful).
You could use … to …
I like that idea, but … might be more important 
because …
That’s a great suggestion. Well done.
Shall we vote for a (team leader / presenter)?
Does everybody understand what they need to do?
Are you any good at … ? / Do you know how to … ?

PROJECT  1

Work in teams. You are on a desert island. 

Look at the list of items you can have to help you. 
Number them in order from 1 (the most important) to  
10 (the least important). You must all agree on an order.

sun cream  fishing equipment  ten metres of rope  
a radio  a compass  several tins of beans  
several bars of chocolate  a laptop   
matches  blankets

Present your order to the class and explain your reasons.

PROJECT  2

Work in teams. You want to raise money for a group in 
your community. Make a plan of action.

 Think about:
• what event or activity you might do to raise money
• the strengths of each team member and the tasks 

they might do
• how to divide up the tasks so that everyone is happy.
 Present your plan to the class.

  your
 project

How to work  
in a team

respect other 
people

be reliable

do your share

listen to 
others

communicate 
your ideas

support team 
members
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Live well, study well lessons introduce a life or study skill and a 
linked wellbeing topic, designed to help students manage their 
personal and academic life, and future career.

Mind your mind  
focuses on different 
aspects of social and 
emotional wellbeing.

1

16

Live well, study well  being a team player; having confidence in 
yourself

1 Work in pairs. Look at the information and 
discuss the questions.

 1 Have you ever worked in a team? What was it like?
 2 Who were the best team players? Why?
 3 Were some people bad team players? Why?

2 Number the ideas in the diagram in order of 
importance (1–6). Can you add any other ideas?

3 It’s important to listen to others and respect 
their ideas. Work in pairs. Rewrite the replies 
in the conversations (1–4). What would a good 
team player say?

 1 A: Let’s ask Karl to give the presentation.
  B: No way! Lee is much better.
 2 A: I think we should have a red background.
  B: Red? No, I want blue.
 3 A: Who should we ask to plan the event?
  B: Don’t ask Erica. She won’t do a good job.
 4 A: We need to discuss the research now.
  B: That’s not important. I want to talk about …

4 Work with a new partner. Do you agree with 
these statements?

 1 People who have lots of brothers and sisters are 
better team members.

 2 Some people are natural leaders.
 3 It’s important to make people listen to your opinion.
 4 It’s important to have fun when working in a team.

5 Read the Mind your Mind information. Discuss 
the questions.

 1 Are the tips useful for you? Why? / Why not?
 2 Do the tips make you feel differently about working 

in a team?

Mind your Mind
Having confidence in yourself
• It can be difficult to work in a team if  

you are quiet or not very confident.  
Remember that everybody is important in a team, 
and everybody has something worth saying.

• Don’t be afraid to share your ideas. Learn to have 
confidence in your opinion.

• It’s important to listen to other people – 
encourage quiet team members to speak up.

• A good team has lots of different skills. Find your 
strength and do things that you know you can 
do well. When you are confident doing that, try 
something new – you might develop a new skill.

6 Work in pairs. Discuss the questions

 1 Do you feel confident or shy in a group?
 2 How can confident people help others?
 3 How can shy people make their voice heard?
 4 How can working in a team help your confidence?

Useful LANGUAGE
Which item do you think is the most important, (Jan)?
I think (a compass is the most important) because …
What about (matches)? They could be (useful).
You could use … to …
I like that idea, but … might be more important 
because …
That’s a great suggestion. Well done.
Shall we vote for a (team leader / presenter)?
Does everybody understand what they need to do?
Are you any good at … ? / Do you know how to … ?

PROJECT  1

Work in teams. You are on a desert island. 

Look at the list of items you can have to help you. 
Number them in order from 1 (the most important) to  
10 (the least important). You must all agree on an order.

sun cream  fishing equipment  ten metres of rope  
a radio  a compass  several tins of beans  
several bars of chocolate  a laptop   
matches  blankets

Present your order to the class and explain your reasons.

PROJECT  2

Work in teams. You want to raise money for a group in 
your community. Make a plan of action.

 Think about:
• what event or activity you might do to raise money
• the strengths of each team member and the tasks 

they might do
• how to divide up the tasks so that everyone is happy.
 Present your plan to the class.

  your
 project

How to work  
in a team

respect other 
people

be reliable

do your share

listen to 
others

communicate 
your ideas

support team 
members
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Your project gives 
students a platform to 
practise presentation 
skills, with options 
for group and 
independent work.

Additional support for learner wellbeing is  
available online for self-study.

LIVE WELL, STUDY WELL



Each unit in New Close-up is carefully structured to 
actively develop students’ communication skills,  
with a strong focus on preparing for exams.

UNIT OPENER
Introduces the topic and 
previews target language.

READING
Teaches key skills through a 
variety of genres.

GRAMMAR 2
Introduces new language  
and builds on prior lessons.

WRITING
Provides opportunities for students to 
demonstrate new skills.

USE YOUR ENGLISH
Combines reading, vocabulary 
and grammar for exam success.

UNIT CLOSE-UP



VOCABULARY
Focuses on the language 
needed for exam success.

LISTENING
Prepares students to confidently 
complete exam tasks.

GRAMMAR 1
Builds from controlled practice 
to more challenging tasks.

SPEAKING
Helps students use language in 
real-world contexts.

LIVE WELL, 
STUDY WELL
Focuses on learner wellbeing 
in every other unit.

VIDEO
Expands learners’ understanding 
through real-world video in 
every other unit.

Before you watch

1 Work in pairs. Look at the photo and discuss the 
questions.

 1 What effect does rubbish have on the environment?

 2 Do you see any of these effects where you live?

While you watch

2 2 Look at the list of things that cause plastic 
pollution (1–6). Then watch the video. Tick the 
things that are mentioned.

 1 fleece jackets 5 balloons

 2 plastic bags 6 synthetic clothing

 3 toothpaste with microbeads

 4 face wash with microbeads

3 Write the correct word or phrase for each 
definition.

bloodstream  contaminate  float  plankton  
scrub  shed  with the naked eye

 1  : make something dirty or dangerous 

 2  :  press hard with a cloth or brush and 
move it backwards and forwards

 3  : lose or remove something

 4  : without equipment to help you see

 5  : move on the surface of the water

 6  : tiny animals that live in water

 7  : the blood moving around your body

After you watch

4 2 Complete the summary of the video with 
these words. Then watch the video again and 
check your answers.

chemicals  clothes  contaminated  
microplastics  scrub  tiny   toothpaste

When we wash fleece jackets and other synthetic  
1  , 2  pieces of plastic 
are washed away into the rivers and oceans. Acting 
like sponges, these 3  pick up different 
4  . Then fish eat them and they get 
into our food. Some foods like honey are now  
5  with plastic. Microplastics also come 
from 6  and face washes with microbeads, 
which 7  your face and teeth to make 
them clean.
sponge (n): a soft natural material full of  
holes that is used for cleaning

• Did you know about the problems with 
the products mentioned in the video?

• What can we do to help?

your
 ideas

A whale shark feeding in water polluted 
with plastic

Live well, study well making friends, being yourself#

5252

Video From fleece jackets to your food4
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New Close-up brings the world to all classrooms with 
its flexible digital support materials.

FOR LIVE LESSONS  

Teach lessons with interactive Student’s Book and Workbook pages, 
including embedded audio, video, and activities on the Classroom 
Presentation Tool. 

FOR LEARNING AND HOMEWORK  

Assign homework on the mobile-responsive Online Practice platform, 
including audio, video and practice activities.

 
Learn with the Student’s eBook on the Online Practice platform, 
including audio, video and interactive activities. 
 
Manage your classroom and track students’ Online Practice progress 
with a Learning Management System. 

FOR ASSESSMENT  

Evaluate your students’ through downloadable pre-made tests from the 
ExamView® Assessment Suite that can be edited and adapted to fit your 
assessment needs. 
 
Place students simply and reliably into the correct level of New Close-up 
with the adaptive and mobile-friendly National Geographic Learning 
Online Placement Test. 

Additional teaching support for online and hybrid courses is 
available on the Companion Website.

BRINGING THE WORLD TO 
ALL CLASSROOMS

https://eltngl.com/assets/html/digital-resources/
http://www.ELTNGL.com/newcloseupresources


B1+ SAMPLE UNIT

























MATERIALS FOR EVERY CLASSROOM

NEW B2+ LEVEL!

•	Teacher’s Book

•	Classroom Presentation Tool

•	ExamView® Assessment Suite

•	Learning Management System  

for Online Practice

•	Online Teacher Resources

FOR LEARNERS

FOR TEACHERS



A PART OF CENGAGE

“National Geographic”, “National Geographic Society” and the Yellow Border Design are registered
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Cover photo: Front view of the Guggenheim museum, Bilbao, Spain.  
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Connect with us

For more information, visit 
ELTNGL.com/Teens

For ISBNs, more information, or to order,  
please visit  

ELTNGL.com/newcloseup 

or contact your local representative at  
ELTNGL.com/repfinder

Join National Geographic Learning! 

http://www.ELTNGL.com/Teens
http://www.ELTNGL.com/newcloseup
http://www.ELTNGL.com/repfinder
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